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"LA [LAHA ILL ALLAH"
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((

Wahb ibn Munabbih was asked:

“Isn’t the key to Paradise the kalimah La ilaha illallah (the testification that ‘none has the right to be
worshipped save Allah’)?”

He replied:

“Of course, but every key has its teeth: if you bring a key that has the right teeth, the door shall open; but
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if not, it will not.”

(Ibn Rajab al-Hanbali,The Key to Paradise Pg 32 Daar us-Sunnah Publishers)

What are the Conditions of "La ilaha ill Allah"?

We will begin a new course, which will be over a period of 10 weeks, starting 22nd of November and every
Saturday after inshaa ‘Allah. Wherein we will study and learn the correct understanding and implications of the
Shahaadah: Laa ilaha illa Allah. This course is ideal for new Muslims, a reminder for others and will be suitable
for the young and old, those new to Salafiyyah and those who have been Salafi for a while. This is an extremely
important topic for all Muslims as the Shahaadah is the key to Jannah and every key has teeth; so to know what
these teeth (conditions) are, we must learn and study them. We will provide worksheets online and to those
present in the Masjid to aid the learning process, inshaa ‘Allah.

Please do not hesitate to ask if you require help, even if it is simply the meanings of words and their definitions.

We pray you are able to attend and benefit. Do not hesitate in calling friends and families to attend and listen;
and may this action of yours and the knowledge learnt tip the scales in your favour on the day of resurrection.

We ask Allah for beneficial knowledge and righteous action and for sincerity upon the Sunnah, so that our deeds
may be accepted.
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In explaining the testimony of faith, Muslim scholars have listed seven conditions of the shahaadah, which a
Muslim must fulfil so that he or she may be acknowledging the unity of Allah in open and in secret.

These seven are:
Al-"llm (Knowledge of the meaning of the Shahaadahh, its negation and affirmation)
Al-Yageen (Certainty — perfect knowledge of it that counter-acts suspicion and doubt)
Al-lIkhlaas (Sincerity which negates shirk)
Al-Sidq (Truthfulness that permits neither falsehood nor hypocrisy)
Al-Mahabbah (Love of the Shahaadahh and its meaning, and being happy with it)

Al-Ingiad (Submission to its rightful requirements, which are the duties that must be performed with
sincerity to Allah (alone) seeking His pleasure)

Al-Qubool (Acceptance that contradicts rejection).

The following pages will contain these as headings followed by the Arabic text of the book. There are also pages
for notes, followed by questions on each section of this topic.
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FIRST CONDITION: AL-"ILM (KNOWLEDGE)

(KNOWLEDGE OF THE MEANING OF THE SHAHAADAH, ITS NEGATION AND AFFIRMATION)
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Knowledge of the meaning of la ilaaha ill Allaah in its negation and its affirmation. This is opposite and contrary to ignorance to
the meaning of la ilaaha ill Allaah. Allaah’s statement in the Qur’aan:

“So know (O Muhammad sallallahu alayhi wasallam) that La ildha ill-Alldh (none has the right to be worshipped but Allah).”
(Muhammad 47:19)

And His statement:
“except those who bear witness to the truth” [Zukhruf 43:86]

It is narrated on the authority of Uthmaan (radiAllaahu anhu) that the Messenger of Allaah (May Allah's Peace be Upon Him) said:
He who died knowing (fully well) that there is none worthy of worship (in truth) but Allaah entered Paradise (Muslim, no. 39).
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UNDERSTANDING THE SHAHAADAH: CONDITION 1 - KNOWLEDGE: AFFIRMATION & NEGATION [WORKSHEET 1]

Q1: When we say the "conditions" of the Shahaadah, what do we mean by the word "conditions?"

Q2: How many conditions are there?

Q3: What is meant by knowledge of "affirmation" and "negation" in regards to the Shahaadah?

Q4: Is one sufficient without the other? I.e. affirmation alone without negation and vice versa?

Q5: Mention five proofs from the Qur'an that ALL the previous Prophets and messengers called their people to this
Tawhid based upon affirmation and negation.

Q6: Is the translation "There is no God but Allah" correct for the Shahaadah? Explain why.
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Q7: Mention eight ways that aid a person in understanding and having knowledge of the Shahaadah.

Q8: What is promised to those who die upon Tawhid?
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SECOND CONDITION: AL-YAQEEN (CERTAINTY)

(CERTAINTY — PERFECT KNOWLEDGE OF IT THAT COUNTER-ACTS SUSPICION AND DOUBT)
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Certainty it is perfect knowledge of it that counter-acts suspicion and doubt.
The evidence of certainty is His, the Exalted, saying:

“Only those are the believers who have believed in Allah and his Messenger, and afterward doubt not but strive with their wealth
and their lives for the Cause of Allah. Those! They are the Truthful.” (Al-Hujurat 49:15)

Allah made certainty, without doubt (or suspicions), a condition of true belief (in Allah and His Messenger), since the doubter is
from the ranks of the hypocrites.

It is narrated from Abu Hurairah — May Allah be pleased with him — that The messenger of Allah — sallallaahu alihi wa sallam — said
“The servant meeting Allah having testified that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah and that | am the Messenger of
Allah, not doubting them, shall enter Al-Jannah. (Muslim)

In another narration “... meeting Allah having testified ....” Is not excluded from Al-Jannah. (Muslim)

It is also narrated from Abu Hurairah — May Allah be pleased with him —in a long narration that The Messenger of Allah —
sallallaahu alihi wa sallam — said “ ....whomever you meet behind this wall, testifying that there is no deity worthy of worship
except Allah, his heart ceratin of it, give him the glad tidings of Al-Jannah. (Muslim)
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UNDERSTANDING THE SHAHAADAH: CONDITION 2 - CERTAINTY: EXPELLING DOUBTS [WORKSHEET 2]

Q1: What is the description mentioned in the Qur'an about the Eemaan of the true believers?

Q2: Being "veiled" or "blocked" from Paradise is of two types, what are they?

Q3: Explain the hadith of Abu Huraira 4i= &) i that is an evidence for the second condition of having 'certainty'.
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THIRD CONDITION: AL-IKHLAAS (SINCERITY)

(SINCERITY WHICH NEGATES SHIRK)
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Sincerity which negates shirk.
The evidence of sincerity: His the Exalted, saying:
“Is it not to Allah that sincere devotion is due...” (Az-Zumar 39:3)

And His, the Gracious, the Exalted, saying:

“And they have been commanded no more than this, but that they should worship Allah alone offering
Him sincere devotion being true in faith.” (Al-Bayinah 98:5)

It is narrated from Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) —that the Messenger of Allah —sallallaahu alihi wa sallam — said
“The happiest person who will have my intercession will be the one who said sincerely (from his heart): None is worthy of worship
except Allah. (Bukhari: Book of Knowledge)

Also narrated by ‘Utban ibn Malik (May Allah be pleased with him) that the Messenger of Allah —sallallaahu alihi wa sallam — said
“Allah has forbidden hell for those who say: None has the right to be worshipped (in truth) except Allah. (Bukhari: Book of
Mosques)

An-Nisaai in his book “The Day and the Night” quoted a hadith narrated by two companions (may Allah be pleased with them )
that the Messenger of Allah — sallallaahu alihi wa sallam — said “He who says there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah
without partners, His is the domain, all praise is due to Him and He has power over all things, sincerely from the heart, his tongue
pronouncing it truthfully; except that Allah causes the heavens to split so that He may look at the person of the people of the
earth who is saying it. Anyone whom Allah looks at will be granted whatever he asks (Allah for). (Actions of the day and the night:
p150)
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UNDERSTANDING THE SHAHAADAH: CONDITION 3 - SINCERITY: OPPOSITION TO SHIRK [WORKSHEET 3]

Q1: What is the meaning of "ikhlaas" linguistically in Arabic?

Q2: What is the meaning of "ikhlaas" islamically [in regards to the legislative meaning]?

Q3: What is the tafsir of ayat five from Surah al-Bayyinah that mentions sincerity?

Q4: What are the types of "intercession" that will occur on the Day of Judgement?

Q5: Is pronouncing the Shahaadah upon the tongue enough or is more required?

js gl
13|Page The Salafi Centre of Manchester  aluul



FOURTH CONDITION: AL-SIDQ (TRUTHFULNESS)

(TRUTHFULNESS THAT PERMITS NEITHER FALSEHOOD NOR HYPOCRISY)
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The truth that permits neither falsehood nor hypocrisy.
The evidence of the truth is The Exalted's Saying:

“Alif Lam Mim. Do people think that they will be left alone because they say: "We Believe," and will not be tested. And We indeed
tested those who were before them. And Allah will certainly make (it) known (the truth of) those who are true, and will certainly
make (it) known (the falsehood of) those who are liars, (although Allah knows all that before putting them to test).” (Surah Al-
'Ankabut (29) :1,2 and 3)

Also, the Exalted saying:

And of mankind, there are some (hypocrites) who say: "We believe in Allah and the Last Day" while in fact they believe not - They
(think to) deceive Allah and those who believe, while they only deceive themselves, and perceiye it not! - In their hearts is a disease
(of doubt and hypocrisy) and Allah has increased their disease. A painful torment is theirs because they used to tell lies. (Surah Al-
Bagarah (2) : 8-10.)

It was narrated by Mu'adh bin Jabal (radhiAllahu 'anhu) that the Prophet (sallallaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) said: "There is none who
testifies truthfully from his heart that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah and Muhammed (sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa
sallam) is His servant and Messenger, except that Allah will save him from Hell-Fire." (Al Bukhari: Book of Knowledge)

NOTES

A30 4 sl (2
_ A 10-9-8 15,50 (3
ek YT a1 S a8 050 L alelly Gt (e b alell IS (51 (1
js gl
l4|Page The Salafi Centre of Manchester  aluul



Sl
15| Page The Salafi Centre of Manchester  alul



Sl
16|Page The Salafi Centre of Manchester  alul



UNDERSTANDING THE SHAHAADAH: CONDITION 4 - TRUTHFULNESS: OPPOSITION TO LYING THAT LEADS TO
HYPOCRACY [WORKSHEET 4]

Q1: What is the tafsir of Surah al-'Ankbut, ayat: 1-3 that mentions the condition of "truthfulness"?

Q2: What is "nifaag" [Hypocrisy]?

Q3: Mention some of the characteristics of the hypocrites.

Q4: What are the two types of hypocrisy?
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Q5: Mention the story of the "masjid" the hypocrites built as part of their plan against the Muslims

Q6: What is the proof that simply saying the Shahaadah without the belief in it is false?
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FIFTH CONDITION: AL-MAHABBAH

(LOVE OF THE SHAHAADAH AND ITS MEANING, AND BEING HAPPY WITH IT)
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Love for this statement (Kalimah) and its meaning and happiness with it.
The evidence for love: His, the Exalted, saying:

“And of mankind are some who take others (for worship) besides Allah as rivals (to Allah). They love them as they love Allah. But
those who believe love Allah more (than anything else)...” (Surah Al-Baqarah (2): 165)

And His saying:

“0 you who believe! Whoever from among you turns back from his religion (Islam), Allah will bring a people whom He will love and
they will love Him; humble towards the believers, stern towards the disbelievers, fighting in the Way of Allah, and never afraid of the
blame of the accusers...” (Surah Al-Ma'idah (5):54)

It is narrated from Anas (radhi Allaahu anhu) who said: "The Messenger of Allah (sallallaahll ‘alaihi wa sallam) said: Whoever
possesses the following three qualities will attain the sweetness of faith:

e Allah and His Messenger are dearer to him than anything else

e Tolove a person for nothing except the sake of Allah

e To hate to revert to disbelief (kufr) after having been saved from it by Allah, as he hates to be thrown into the Hell-Fire
(Muslim: Book of Eemaan)
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UNDERSTANDING THE SHAHAADAH: CONDITION 5 - LOVE: FOR WHAT THE SHAHAADAH INDICATES AND
DELIGHT UPON THAT [WORKSHEET 5]

Q1: How is this 'love' actualised?

Q2: What are the two foundational principles of the religion of Islam?

Q3: The believers love Allah more than the Mushrikoon do; what does that mean?

Q4: What is the meaning of tasting the "Sweetness of Eemaan"?
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SIXTH CONDITION: AL-INQIAD (SUBMISSION)

(SUBMISSION TO ITS RIGHTFUL REQUIREMENTS, WHICH ARE THE DUTIES THAT MUST BE PERFORMED WITH
SINCERITY TO ALLAH (ALONE) SEEKING HIS PLEASURE)
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Submission to its rightful requirements, which are the duties that must be performed with sincerity to Allah (alone) seeking His
pleasure.
The evidence for submission from the Quran is what Allah, the Exalted, says:
Turn to your Lord (in repentance) and submit to His (Will) ... (Surah Az-Zumar (39):54)

And His saying:

“And who can be better in religion than one who submits his face (himself) to Allah and does good ...” (Surah An-Nisa (4): 125)
Also His saying:

“And whoever submits his face (himself) to Allah and is a doer of good, then he has grasped the most trustworthy handhold {i.e. La
llaha llia Allah ) ...” (Surah Lugman (31):22)

And His saying:

“But no, by your Lord, they can have no Faith, until they make you judge in all disputes between them, and find in themselves no
resistance against your decisions, and accept (them) with full submission...” (Surah An Nisa (4):65)

The Prophet (sallallaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) said: "None of you shall believe until his desires follow what | have come with." (Al
Baghawi — “Sharh as Sunnah”). This mean total submission and compliance and its objective.
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UNDERSTANDING THE SHAHAADAH: CONDITION 6 - SUBMITTING TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE SHAHAADAH
[WORKSHEET 6]

Q1: Mention two ayaat and their tafsir proving this condition?

Q2: What is the status of Ibrahim o2l 43dle and what has Allah mentioned regarding him in the Qur'an?

Q3: How are disputes to be resolved? Who are they returned to?

Q4: Why is it upon the believer to love what Allah loves?
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SEVENTH CONDITION: AL-QUBOOL (ACCEPTANCE)

(ACCEPTANCE THAT CONTRADICTS REJECTION).
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Acceptance that contradicts rejection. The evidence for acceptance from the Quran is the Exalted's saying:

“And similarly, We sent not a warner before you (O Muhammad (sallallaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) to any town (people) but that the
luxurious ones amongst them said: "We found our fathers following a certain way and religion and we will indeed follow their
footsteps." (The warner) said: "Even if | bring you better guidance than that which you found your fathers following?" They said:
“Verily we disbelieve in that with which you have been sent." So we took revenge of them, then see what was the end of those who
denied (Islam).” (Surah Al-Zukhruf (25):23-25)

The Exalted also says:

“Truly when it was said to them: "La llaha llia Allah (there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah)", they puffed themselves up
with pride. And they said: "Are we going to abandon our gods for the sake of a mad poet?"” (Surah As-Saffat (37):35-36)

From the Sunnah: what has been confirmed that Abu Musa (radhi Allahu anhu) reported that the Prophet (salallaahu 'alaihi wa
sallam) said: "The similitude of the guidance and knowledge with which Allah has sent me is like abundant rain falling on the
earth, some of which was fertile soil that absorbed the water and brought forth vegetation and grass in abundance. Another
portion of it was hard and held the rainwater and Allah benefited the people with it and they utilized it for drinking, making their
animals drink from it and irrigated their land for cultivation. And a portion of it was barren which could neither hold the water nor
bring forth vegetation. The first is the example of the person who comprehends Allah's religion and gets benefit (from that
knowledge) which Allah, the Exalted, has revealed through me and learns then teaches others. The last example is that of a
person who does not care for it and does not take Allah's guidance revealed through me." (Al Bukhari: Book of Knowledge)
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UNDERSTANDING THE SHAHAADAH: CONDITION 7 - ACCEPTANCE: OPPOSITION TO REJECTION [WORKSHEET 7]

Q1: Mentions examples from the Quran and Sunnah regarding those who reject tawheed.

Q2: What is the parable given regarding the "Earth" in regards to this condition?

END
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